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IP in space
Focus on patents

Francine Le Péchon-Joubert



Current trends on IP in the space sector
Patents: space odyssey instruments

Data from EPO surveys: Innovation spatiale | epo.org
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https://www.epo.org/fr/searching-for-patents/technology-platforms/space-innovation


Focus on particularities inherent to the space sector
Extended scope of protection for objects in outer space

1. Patent law2. Outer Space Treaty 

Basic framework on international space law« Is the right to prohibit granted to the patentee rendered inoperable 
when the invention is used in outer space? »

Convention on registration of objects 
launched into outer space

Outer Space Treaty

States party to the treaty retain jurisdiction over corresponding 
registered objects launched into space. 

Kennedy Space Center - KSC

Guiana Space Center - CSG

French Intellectual Property Code U.S. Patent Act



Focus on particularities inherent to the space sector
Extended scope of protection for objects in outer space

What about the ISS ?



Focus on particularities inherent to the space sector
Beware of misleading information

French Intellectual Property Code 

French 
Guiana

“temporary presence” 
exception only

Risk analysis recommended 
for space sector
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